Conference: “Tradition, Constitution and European Integration”
•

•
•

Conference organised by the Embassy of France in Hungary, the Embassy of Netherlands in
Hungary and the Institute for Legal Studies of the Centre for Social Sciences, and the French
Institute in Budapest
Date and place: September 23rd and 24th 2021 at the Institute for Legal Studies, Centre for
Social Sciences (4 Tóth Kálmán Street, 1097 Budapest) or online
Languages: English and French (simultaneous translation)

Constitutional lawyers in Europe have shown a particular interest in national constitutional traditions
and their effects on the practice of constitutional law in their national laws. More specifically, they
have conducted research about the practice and the case law of the European Union, based on the
common constitutional traditions of the Member States. The question arises whether there is a more
transparent method of enforcing and understanding the different constitutional traditions of the
Member States and whether these case law practices can be used and taken on by the European Union
in its case law and legislation.
The analysis of national constitutional cultures and traditions goes beyond the traditional methods
used by lawyers. However, the construction of a legal order based on constitutional traditions is a legal
duty, resulting in the creation of law and the enforcement of normative rules.
The comparison between the two countries, France and Hungary, is particularly relevant, with on one
hand France, the cradle of constitutional traditions, and on the other hand Hungary, which has adopted
the most recent constitution in Europe and is still looking for its constitutional identity. As both
countries are members of the European Union, we should also study the other constitutional traditions
of the other EU member states in order to define the role of these traditions in the formation of
constitutional identities both at national and European level.

Three main topics will be addressed at the conference:
1. The national perspectives of constitutional identity and their relation to the EU legal order;
2. The EU law perspective – the nature of the related provisions, the legal conflicts and solutions;
3. The theoretical approach: what are the possible elements of identity, and how this distinctive
element of cooperation can be captured by legal constitutional terms.

The conference will take place over 2 days, with the invitation of:
-

Prof. Alain Delcamp (France)
Prof. Marie-Elisabeth Baudoin (France)

-

Prof. François-Xavier Millet (France)
Prof. Ernő Várnay (Hungary)
Prof. Zoltán Szente (Hungary)
Prof. Anna Śledzińska-Simon (Poland)
Prof. Christian Calliess (Germany)
Prof. Kees Sterk (Netherlands)
Prof. Dimitry Kochenov (Netherlands)

Call for papers for the international colloquium "Tradition, Constitution and European Integration" to
be held on September 23rd and 24th 2021 in Budapest.
Papers should be drafted in English or French, not exceed 250 words and be sent to
[jti.titkarsag@tk.mta.hu].

Calendar
•
•
•
•

Opening of the call for papers: June 3rd 2021
Deadline of submission: July 20th 2021
Notification of decision: August 10th 2021
Colloquium: September 23rd and 24th 2021 at the Institute for Legal Studies, Centre for Social
Sciences (4 Tóth Kálmán Street, 1097 Budapest) or online

N.B.: The expenses pertaining to the participation in the colloquium are not covered by the organizers.

